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Grant Funding 
Key Terms
Grants.gov

SAM.gov System for Awards Management
NOFO, Notice of Funding Opportunity

NPS NAGPRA
IMLS - Institute of Museums and Library Services
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•Not following instructions
•Not being specific about your request
•Poor grammar

•Inconsistencies

•Too many adjectives

•Using Jargon, acronyms and special terms
•Promising too much
•For NAGPRA Grants, Going it alone
 

Big Mistakes



•Foundations are established to give away money
•Talk to the program officer, they are your guide 
and partner

•Getting national grants is more important than 
the money

•Be very clear, don’t bury the ask
•Don’t be intimidated 
•Grant writing is a style, you can learn it
•The more work you do on the project in advance, 
the easier to write the proposal

•Collaborate on Consultation Grants  

Best Advice


